
California SB-1159 – New Mandatory Reporting Guidelines for COVID-19 Claims

On September 17, 2020, California enacted SB-1159 which imposes certain reporting requirements on employers. E�ective 
immediately, employers are required to report positive COVID-19 tests to their workers’ compensation claim administrator, 
regardless of whether there is an allegation the COVID-19 exposure is related to work or not.

SB-1159 defines two separate periods of requirements for claims involving employees with COVID-19. The first period of March 19 
through July 5 applies to claims that fall within the Governor’s original Executive Order. The second period applies to reporting of 
employees who test positive with COVID-19 from July 6, 2020 through December 31, 2022.

The new reporting requirements will be used to identify and establish claims that have been reported under an ‘outbreak’ presumption.

The information contained in this document is not to be construed as legal advice and is not meant to be a substitute for legal advice. Granite 
Insurance Brokers/E-COMP makes no representations or warranties, express or implied, guarantees, or conditions of compliance with applicable 
laws or regulations and such compliance is ultimately the responsibility of the employer.

CA SB-1159 AND CLAIM REPORTING WORKFLOW
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Has the employee advised the employer 
that they tested positive for COVID-19?

No need to send SB 1159 Reporting 
Form to your insurance company              

No need to send SB 1159 Reporting 
Form to your insurance company              

Was the employee directed by the 
employer to perform work at the 
employee’s place of employment 

(not the employee’s home or residence) 
within the last 14 days of work?

Complete SB 1159 Reporting Form 
and submit within three business days 

to your insurance company 
AND

Follow up with the employee to ask where 
they think they contracted COVID-19

Is the employee claiming they 
contracted at work?

Does the employee wish to file a 
workers’ compensation claim?

Report claim to your insurance 
company by telephone

For the period between 7/6/2020 
and 9/16/2020, complete the SB 1159 

Reporting Form and submit within 
30 business days or no later than 

10/28/2020 

No need to report claim to your 
insurance company               
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Document personnel file, but no need to
report claim to your insurance company 

YES
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